Colleagues and Friends:

 

As many of you are aware, we have been expanding  our website to appeal to people with similar interests to those that made our Newsletter BRIDGE TO UNDERSTANDING and website www.bridgetounderstanding.com of a few years ago so popular.  We want this website to become a resource to professionals and to families who are concerned about healthy development of young people and who want to respond constructively to the needs of young people with special needs. At least initially, there will be a strong emphasis on resources for young people who would be candidates for residential services or boarding schools in the private sector.
 

This is the first of a series of emails about the website and how it might benefit both parents and other professionals. Arguably sending this series of emails is premature, as you will see that there are many places where entries are unfinished.  We do believe that the website has reached a point where it contains useful information that will benefit some people.  Some of what we have written is controversial.  In many cases, such statements appear not claiming to be the final word but in order to start a discussion. 

 

Today we feature  the “Programs and More” page on the website.  http://www.familylight.com/link3/index.htm  This is the page that introduces most of important free information on the web site.  If someone arrives on the home page http://www.familylight.com/   of the website, “Programs and More” shows immediately as one six primary choices on the home page menu and appears on all pages of the website as an option.    This is designed to help parents who want to plan for a son  or daughter on their own, depending primarily on the web for guidance.  Almost all of what parents relying on the web alone would seek from us will be accessed from the menus on the  “Programs and More” page.  While much of what is here will be “old hat” to most referring professionals it is all available to you for reference.  We believe most of you will find some of it helpful.  We invite contributions, responses, challenges, etc. from other professionals.  Educational Consultants and other referring professionals who contribute their wisdom to this website will be welcome to use this website to promote their own  businesses.  Later emails will feature other pages of the website; one will feature how we promote the businesses of those who contribute to this website.  

 

Some may wonder why we would put this information on our website.  Won’t it cause potential clients to get what they need from the Internet, causing us and other consultants to lose business?   What  about the fact that the information we are posting is our proprietary information?   We believe that from a business perspective, this website will draw business to us and to the other professionals who contribute their wisdom to this website.  Families who want to manage special needs situations by reliance on the web and not personal professional guidance, will learn from our website how difficult it is to do that well.  More importantly to us, this website will, in a responsible way, increase the accountability on the schools and programs.  Our opinions will not be the only ones that count; we simply start the discussion.  Greater accountability is the legacy we want to leave.   

 

Please note that this shows much better in Internet Explorer than other browsers.  Specifically Mozilla Firefox and Google Chrome produce some distortion.  I am not sure what happens on a MAC.  

 

Please reply with subject line “DISCONTINUE EMAILS” if you do not wish to receive further emails from us or if you received more than one copy and you would like us to delete one entry of your address.  Make sure that the address you want deleted from our list is clearly visible to us.  If you know someone who would like to receive these notices, please let us know.

 

We at FamilyLight hope you find this helpful. 

 

Tom Croke
www.familylight.com
724-216-6843
212-537-6386
304-881-0252
412-203-3177
44.2033.717401
Our office is a local call from most points in the USA and from many international points to any of our listed numbers.  See http://www.vonage.com/support.php?keyword=VonageAccess  or ask us to locate your local access number. 

 


 
 

 

